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o»pnnn pon Difference: The Case for a Constitutional Right to Preschool
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[..there is a consensus in the social science literature on several
important points.[...] studies suggest that high-quality preschools
for disadvantaged children help close the gap in school-readiness.
In addition, researchers agree that preschool programs can have
long- term, positive effects on academic achievement. Preschool
programs can also significantly reduce grade retention rates and
demand for special education services, increase graduation rates
and employment prospects, and decrease crime rates. As a
consequence, high-quality preschool programs can generate
savings to the government that exceed the costs of the program.”
Pp. 7-8.
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“...findings from this study were impressive. Participants again
experienced an initial 1Q boost, which continued to be significantly
higher through age twelve and favorable but not statistically
significant by age fifteen. Also by age fifteen, the children who
participated in preschool had higher achievement scores, especially
in reading, and lower rates of grade retention and special education
placement, regardless of whether they received further assistance
once they entered school. At age twenty-one, all but seven of the
original one hundred and eleven children were assessed. The
participants had higher average test scores, and were twice as
likely to be in post-secondary education or to have ever attended a
four-year college. Employment rates for participants were also
higher, but the difference was not statistically significant.” Pp. 11

NNLN NN MAPNN INYOYN NN ININ OIPNN 54 55 HIINNI P8 Ryan 919 .48
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“One of the most useful is an overview conducted by W. Steven
Barnett, a professor at Rutgers University Center for Early
Education and the Director of the National Institute for Early
Education Research. He recently reviewed the findings from
fifteen studies of model preschool programs.54 The studies
examined the impact of the programs on IQ and achievement
scores, grade retention, special education placement, and high
school graduation. Barnett concludes that there is “overwhelming
evidence that [preschool] can produce sizeable improvements in
school success.”” Pp. 11

DTN NYWN MINK 1IPY TWR DMIPIN NXIAP >3 P3N Ryan 9y79 ,nt Py 01oY .49
:99195°0 NN DIV IN HY
“ that carefully targeted early childhood interventions can yield

measurable benefits in the short run and that some benefits persist
long after the program has ended.”
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“In a recent article published in the Journal of the American
Medical Association, researchers reported findings from a
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longitudinal study of over 1500 participants, through age 21.
Compared to a subsequently selected control group, CPC
preschool participants had significantly lower rates of special
education placement, grade retention, and juvenile arrests.
Participants also had significantly higher test scores in reading and
math through age fifteen and a higher rate of school completion.72
For some of the measures, though not all, students who
participated in the program beyond preschool had even better
outcomes than those who only participated in the preschool
component.” Pp. 14
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“Most researchers agree that preschool offers greater benefits for
disadvantaged children, although they are not uniform in
identifying who counts as “disadvantaged.” [...] The research here
confirms what common sense suggests: children who are offered
less at home have more to gain from attending preschool, and
children from any number of disadvantaged groups tend to have
fewer learning opportunities at home than their more advantaged
peers. Leading researchers in the field, moreover, agree that high-
quality preschool provides greater benefits for poor children,
although they are quick to point out that preschool can benefit all
children.” Pp. 15
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“The uncontradicted trial evidence reveals that in the field of early
childhood education, there are a great number of research-based
and experimental studies demonstrating the benefits of high quality
programming for young children at risk, benefits that in the shorter
term include improving the children’s school readiness,
socialization skills, and school performance. High quality early
child education has longer-term advantages as well, including
increased high school graduation rates, increased college
attendance rates, better employment, and less involvement with
any criminal or juvenile justice system.”

Hancock v. Driscoll, 2004 WL 877984, at *xxx (Mass. Super., Apr
26, 2004)
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http://www.schoolfunding.info/states/ma/4-28-04Victory.php3
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